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A RESOLUTION designating Michael Kurek as state composer 

laureate. 
 
 WHEREAS, famed American composer Michael Kurek was born and raised in Middle 

Tennessee and was awarded the senior superlative of "Most Talented" by his Franklin High 

School classmates long before he achieved international recognition as a composer; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Kurek's music has been performed throughout the United States and in 

forty-three countries.  His work is streamed to more than 100 countries and can be heard across 

the country on NPR; and 

 WHEREAS, his 2017 album The Sea Knows debuted at number 1 on Billboard's 

Traditional Classical Music chart and has been streamed more than 250,000 times on Spotify; 

and 

 WHEREAS, Michael Kurek has received numerous national and international accolades 

for his music, including the prestigious Academy Award in Music from the American Academy of 

Arts and Letters, the Academy's Charles Ives Award, and the Tanglewood Music Center's 

Fromm Fellowship in Composition.  He has also served on the Classical Nominations 

Committee for the Grammy Awards and has been an adjudicator of the national composition 

contests for the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Kurek received his bachelor's degree in music from the University of 

Tennessee, Knoxville and received a doctorate in composition from the University of Michigan.  

His teachers included the German composer Hans Werner Henze, French composer Eugene 

Kurtz, and Pulitzer-prize winning American composers William Bolcom and Leslie Bassett.  

Michael Kurek was the chair of Vanderbilt University's department of composition for fourteen 

years and is a professor emeritus of composition; and 
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 WHEREAS, in addition to having attained international acclaim and reach, Michael 

Kurek has also achieved distinction in Tennessee; and 

 WHEREAS, Mr. Kurek's original musical theater show, Dear Miss Barrett, had its world 

premiere at the Hendersonville Performing Arts Company in June 2021.  His compositions have 

been performed across the State, and he has served as a guest composer at Middle Tennessee 

State University.  Additionally, Mr. Kurek served on the board of the John W. Work III Memorial 

Foundation for twenty-five years, in honor of the Fisk Jubilee Singers conductor John W. Work; 

and 

 WHEREAS, the score for Kurek's String Quartet No. 2 was chosen to represent the arts 

in Davidson County by being included in Davidson County's Tennessee Bicentennial Capsule, 

which is now buried at the Tennessee Bicentennial Mall in downtown Nashville; and 

 WHEREAS, Michael Kurek's music and talent are unparalleled, and it is now time to 

honor him in the eyes of the State; now, therefore,  

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

TWELFTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that in recognition of his talents in composition and contributions to the musical 

life of Tennessee and the world, Michael Kurek is designated Composer Laureate of 

Tennessee, a title by which he shall now be known. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 

 


